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Note:  Several former POWs and midshipmen who appear in P.O.W: Passing on Wisdom are available for 
interviews. 

 

 MPT offers 15 hours of veterans-focused programming in November 

including national debut of U.S. Naval Academy film 

P.O.W: Passing on Wisdom premieres on Veterans Day, November 11 
 

OWINGS MILLS, MD – In November, Maryland Public Television (MPT) will offer 15 hours of programming 
devoted to the nation's military veterans and their families. The lineup includes the national television 
debut of the MPT-presented documentary P.O.W: Passing on Wisdom, on Friday, November 11,           
Veterans Day. 

 

For the past several years, MPT has been collaborating with producer              
3 Penny Films, in association with the United States Naval Academy 
Foundation and Finnegan's Wake Films, to bring P.O.W.: Passing on 
Wisdom to public TV stations nationwide. 
 

P.O.W.: Passing on Wisdom shares the inspirational stories of Vietnam 
prisoners of war as they recall their experiences in surviving imprisonment 
and explores how these experiences can be used as a guide for anyone 
dealing with contemporary life challenges.  
 

As the 50th anniversary of the homecoming of the Vietnam 
prisoners of war approaches (February 2023), the POWs 
who are interviewed express remarkable gratitude, having 
survived post-traumatic stress to achieve post-traumatic 
growth. They define themselves by the principles of 
leadership and camaraderie instilled at the U.S. Naval 
Academy (USNA) and absorbed from their senior leaders 
during imprisonment.  The film includes a look at USNA 
midshipmen in 2020, living through the challenge of a 
pandemic and applying the same principles as their 
Vietnam-era predecessors.    
        Statue at the U.S. Naval Academy of Vice Admiral 
                                                                                                                            James Stockdale, a former Vietnam War POW  
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MPT will premiere the film on November 11 at 9 p.m. and air an encore on Sunday, November 13 at           
5 p.m.  Both broadcasts are on MPT-HD. A film trailer is available at https://vimeo.com/754797854. 
 
P.O.W.: Passing on Wisdom is being presented nationally by Maryland Public Television through 

distribution by the National Educational Telecommunications Association (NETA). 

Among other productions on MPT's November schedule are: 
 

• Last Ring Home, the story of Lt. Minter Dial’s Annapolis Naval Academy ring that miraculously 

made its way home 17 years after he was killed as a Japanese POW in WWII. The film airs Friday, 

November 11 at 10:30 p.m. on MPT-HD.  A film trailer is available at minterdial.com/books/last-

ring-home. 
 

• After Action, conversations with veterans reveal what life is like before, during, and after military 

action. It airs Friday, November 11 at 8 p.m. on MPT2. A film trailer is available at 

pbs.org/show/after-action. 

Other veterans-related productions are also viewable online. These streaming-only productions 

include The Misty Experiment: The Secret Battle for the Ho Chi Minh Trail, True North: Sailing to Salvation, 

American Veteran, From Honor to Medal: The Story of Garlin M. Conner, Scattering CJ, Parables of War, 

and Known But To God. 

Also available online is the three-hour 2016 documentary Maryland Vietnam War Stories, the award-

winning production that marked the culmination of MPT's four-year salute to the state's Vietnam 

veterans.   

The complete rundown of broadcast and online offerings can be found on MPT's website at 

mpt.org/veterans. 

P.O.W.: Passing on Wisdom is a production of 3 Penny Films, in association with the United States Naval 

Academy Foundation and Finnegan's Wake Films. 

# # # 

About Maryland Public Television 
Maryland Public Television (MPT) is a statewide, public-supported TV network and Public Broadcasting Service member 
offering entertaining, educational, and inspiring content delivered by traditional broadcasting and streaming on TVs, 
computers, and mobile devices. A state agency, it operates under the auspices of the Maryland Public Broadcasting 
Commission. MPT creates local, regional, and national content and is a frequent winner of regional Emmy® awards.  
MPT’s commitment to educators, parents, caregivers, and learners of all ages is delivered through instructional events 
and Thinkport.org. MPT’s year-round community engagement activities connect viewers with resources on a wide range 
of topics.  For more information visit mpt.org. 
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